NEW HOMES

CALGARY HERALD  Saturday, June 7,2008

m

Steel-frame homes seen as future

CHRISTOPHER DEWOLF
For CANWEST NEWS SERVICE

t first glance, the two houses in

the Montreal suburb of St.

Lazare, look like any upscale
suburban homes.

Even upon closer inspection, it is dif-
ficult to distinguish them from other
nearby houses.

The difference, however, lies beyond
the facades.

Unusually, both houses were built
with steel, not wood, and they were as-
sembled with pre-manufactured com-
ponents thanks to the help of cutting-
edge light-steel-frame technology de-
veloped by Mississauga, Ont.,-based
Genesis Worldwide.

As ordinary as they might seem from
afar, the houses in St. Lazare could very
well point the way to the future of new
residential construction.

“It’s all just theory until you actually
build something,” mused Scott Satov,
an investor who helped fund the St.
Lazare project.

Although commercial buildings have
been built with light steel frames for
years, the technology has only recently
been adapted for residential use,
thanks to software developed by Gene-
sis that makes it easy to design cus-
tomized steel components.

The houses in St. Lazare are Que-
bec’s first single-family homes built en-
tirely with light steel frames.

“We wanted to demonstrate the tech-
nology, so we built two very different
houses,” says Peter Boros, the founder
of Eco-Structure, which acquired the
rights for Genesis light-steel-frame
technology earlier this year.

The first house has 3,000 square feet
of space spread over two storeys.

Its high church-like ceilings vary
from room to room, thanks to the steel
structure.

This is put to good use in the sec-
ond house, a slightly more modest
single-family home which has
plenty of open space thanks to its

$414,500....
Appleby - 1862 sq. ft.
3 bedrooms, bonus room, foyer open
to above, spacious great room and
kitchen/nook, upgraded craftsman elevation
) 7 with a west facing backyard.

Call Dianne Bidinost @
536-7220

www.homesbyavi.com

AA681568

119 Crystal Green Drive, Okotoks

2294 sq.ft.

3 bedrooms and bonus room
Lake and Golf Course Community

(all Neil Donnelly for more information: 938-3308

Sterling sterlingcalgary.ca
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lack of load-bearing walls.

“With light steel, the flexibility of de-
sign is incredible,” says Satov. “There’s
no beams and alot of windows and
high ceilings because the material is
stronger. You get these unbelievable
cathedral ceilings and unique roof lines
that would be harder to get with any
other type of frame.”

What makes those features so much
easier to implement is that the steel
components needed for their construc-
tion are assembled in advance, shipped
to the building site and quickly put to-
gether by a relatively small team of
builders.

Allin all, it takes about 10 people to
build a steel-framed house compared
with 40 to build a conventional wood-
framed house.

In 2006, demonstrating just how effi-
cient the light-steel construction
process can be, Genesis took only eight
hours to erect a 2,100-square-foot
house frame in Katrina-ravaged New
Orleans.

Once they’re built, steel-framed
houses have other advantages, too. Be-
cause they don’t expand or contract
like wood-framed houses, they require
less maintenance, and they conserve
energy by preventing drafts caused by
shifting wood frames.

Steel frames are resistant to termites,
corrosion and fire, and they support a
higher snow load. All of this translates
into energy, upkeep and insurance sav-
ings for homeowners.

Light steel is environmentally-
friendly, too.

Eighty per cent of the steel used in
light-steel-frame components is recy-
cled, so the steel used to build a house
comes from seven or eight scrapped
cars, as opposed to wood from an en-
tire acre of trees.

Light-steel-framed houses are LEED-
certified, too, thanks to the energy-effi-
ciency of steel-framed houses and the
lack of construction waste.
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From left, Jason Boros of BR Construction and investor Scott Satov outside a steel-frame home in St. Lazare, Que.

This can mean big savings in tax
credits for contractors and home-
owners.

“This is where the general public is
going to really appreciate our product,
says Boros.

“They’ll have better homes. They’ll
see benefits all their lives, because of
the lower insurance costs, lower inter-
est rates they’ll get from the banks, bet-
ter health they’ll get to enjoy in their
homes because steel is non-toxic. I
think in the long-term they’re going to
see that these homes are economical to
put up and will save them money.”

Still, while their maintenance and
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construction costs are lower, the initial
price tag of building a steel-framed
home remains high, partly because the
off-site labour required is intensive and
partly because the market in Quebec is
still in its infancy.
Satov estimates that a house built
with a light-steel frame costs about a
third more than an ordinary wood-
framed house.
On a larger scale, light-steel-frame
construction is already affordable, and
Boros plans to focus on apartment
buildings, townhouses and retirement
homes, which can be built up to six
storeys in height with light steel.

In Ontario, several large developers

have already worked with Genesis to
integrate light-steel-frame technology
into their townhouse and single-family
home developments.

Last year, the houses under construc-

tion in St. Lazare drew alot of atten-
tion, says Boros. Some visitors came
from as far as the United States to see
them. “I think it’s going to revolutionize
the construction industry,” says Boros.
“Building a home with light steel is like
building a car: you can have a perfect
product every time.”
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developers and most of all, you... our customers.

o $500 Down Payment

o $30,000 in Free Upgrades

MORR{SON  DISEOVERY
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2007 CALGARY’S BUILDER OF THEYEAR

Armed with a License to Build, Morrison Homes has been elevated to “00”
status. We were given the prestigious honour of Calgary’s Builder of the
Year for the 7th consecutive year in a row. A feat that no other builder has

achieved. This is a testament to the quality of our employees, our trades, our

To celebrate our 7 Deadly Wins, we'd like to offer you 7 ways to buy a Morrison home:

O Guaranteed Lowest Price Program
O Morrison/Discover Double Plan

o Specially Priced Best Selling Models o MorEquity

O Built Green Allowance

Offers are available for a limited time in select communities only. Visit us today and ask our Area Manager for details.

BUILDER OF THE YEAR 2001, 2002, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007
CUSTOMER CHOICE AWARD 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006
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morrisonhomes.ca
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Winterfield

Relax in style! Executive bungalow with
dramatic vaulted ceilings on a Golf Course
by the banks of the Bow River.

- TRIPLE GARAGE! Huge Lot!
- 2,624 sq ft total developed
+ 3 bedrms, master up, 2 down
- Totally loaded kitchen!
Built-in stainless steel
appliances, granite counters
& sink w/toffee stained
maple cabinets... and more
+ Fully developed walk-out
basement w/ granite wet
bar, wine room & fireplace

1,590 sq. ft. - 27 ft deck
3575500,  wmmummmen

includes house, lot, extras & gst

Listed price is for a limited time and can change without notice.

Carrie Deslauriers
carried@elitehomes.com

901-2209

elitehomes.com

Haddington MKII

Beautiful view!
Postcard perfect backyard.

- TRIPLE GARAGE! Huge Lot!

- 2296 sq.ft. two storey
with walk-out!

- 3 bedrooms, 2 baths

+ Totally loaded kitchen!
Built-in stainless steel
appliances, granite counters
& sink w/tuscan stained
maple cabinets

- Massive stone fireplace,
vaulted ceiling bonus room

+ 28 ftdeck

30 MINUTES EAST ON HWY 22X,
TO CALGARY CITY LIMITS.

2,296 sq. ft.

$535,775

includes house, lot, extras & gst

Listed price is for a limited time and can change without notice.

elite

Carrie Deslauriers
carried@elitehomes.com

901-2209

elitehomes.com

$487,900 incl.home, lot & gst

MASTER BUILDER
AA675271

AArerie

1438 k_ings Heights Blvd.
The Canterbury - 2209 Sq.Ft.

3 Bedroom, 2-Storey with Bonus
Room/Retreat. Main floor boasts lifestyle
room to use as you please.

For details contact Kevin at 804-8499

REID BuiLr HOMES

b, 'ﬂs 1
$598,850 nov2 057 RS
The Kootenay IV
2215 SQIFT

© One of our most popular 3 bedroom models
 Oversized bedrooms

® 26’ wide attached garage

* Hardwood & Ceramic flooring, and much more
* Golf course community with lake access

-
Brent Hleucka

Ph. 697.6362 »
For more infor / o ¥ E s

BAYWESTHOMES.COM
EVERYTHING WE BUILD, WE BUILD AROUND Y

AA680073

$458,900 incl.home, lot & gst

Westmere Es‘tate'sw
Lnestermere

The Summerfield 3 - 2197 Sq.Ft.

Wide, open home with unique tech. centre on
main floor. Three bedrooms on upper floor
with awesome 4 piece ensuite.

For details contact Dave at 660-1408

REID BuriLtT HOMES

MASTER BUILDER
AA675270

Lots for sale

Okotoks.
On the golf course.
Call 265-6180 for

more information or
unitedcommunities.com
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2,296 sq. ft.

$616,950

includes house, lot, extras & GST

Listed price is for a limited time and can change without notice.

Lindsay Holden

934-3045

elitehomes.com

=1

Haddington MKII

A country home for
the family!

- Triple garage, two-storey,

walkout on to golf course

+ 3 bedrooms, master ensuite

w/2 sinks, bonus room

+ Mudroom w/built-in lockers
- Fireplace w/display shelving
4 * 26 cu ft fridge, microwave,

wall oven and dishwasher

- Granite countertops, iron

railings, hardwood floors

20 MIN. EAST ON COUNTRY HILLS BLVD
TURN RIGHTAT RR 264 (LYALTA).
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121 Hawkmere Place, Chestermere

403.235.3857

$518,900

*Including lot & GST

AA681758

Dunbar

Executive bungalow
on golf course!

- Granite in kitchen & ensuite,
iron railings, hardwood, tile

+ Developed walkout
basement with 2 bedrooms,
games/family room, wine
room, wet bar, fireplace

+ 26 cu ft fridge, microwave
& wall oven, dishwasher

+ 25 ft deck, golf course view

- 2,433 sq ft total includes
basement

20 MIN. EAST ON COUNTRY HILLS BLVD
TURN RIGHT AT RR 264 (LYALTA).

1,407 sq. ft.

$611,500

includes house, lot, extras & GST

Listed price is for a limited time and can change without notice.

Lindsay Holden

934-3045

elitehomes.com
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Trinity
Under construction.

Ready for fall possession!

- Opportunity to chose
your interior finishes

- 5 bedrooms w/ lavish
5 piece ensuite in master
and walk-in closet

- 9 ft ceilings
- Central island w/ eating bar
| - Rear deck included

- Den w/formal dining room
- Maple cabinetry
- High efficiency package

2,533 sq. ft.

$526,355

includes house, lot extras & gst

Listed price is for a limited time and can change without notice.

Peter Skolaude

980-6840

elitehomes.com



