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A
t first glance, the twohouses in
theMontreal suburbofSt.
Lazare, look likeanyupscale

suburbanhomes.
Evenuponcloser inspection, it isdif-

ficult todistinguish themfromother
nearbyhouses.
Thedifference, however, liesbeyond

the facades.
Unusually, bothhouseswerebuilt

with steel, notwood, and theywereas-
sembledwithpre-manufacturedcom-
ponents thanks to thehelpof cutting-
edge light-steel-frame technologyde-
velopedbyMississauga,Ont.,-based
GenesisWorldwide.
Asordinaryas theymight seemfrom

afar, thehouses inSt. Lazarecouldvery
well point theway to the futureofnew
residential construction.
“It’s all just theoryuntil youactually

build something,”musedScottSatov,
an investorwhohelped fund theSt.
Lazareproject.
Althoughcommercial buildingshave

beenbuiltwith light steel frames for
years, the technologyhasonly recently
beenadapted for residential use,
thanks to softwaredevelopedbyGene-
sis thatmakes it easy todesigncus-
tomizedsteel components.
Thehouses inSt. LazareareQue-

bec’s first single-familyhomesbuilt en-
tirelywith light steel frames.
“Wewanted todemonstrate the tech-

nology, sowebuilt twoverydifferent
houses,” saysPeterBoros, the founder
ofEco-Structure,whichacquired the
rights forGenesis light-steel-frame
technologyearlier thisyear.
The first househas 3,000square feet

of space spreadover twostoreys.
Itshighchurch-likeceilingsvary

fromroomtoroom, thanks to the steel
structure.
This is put to good use in the sec-

ond house, a slightly more modest
single-family home which has
plenty of open space thanks to its

lack of load-bearing walls.
“With light steel, the flexibilityofde-

sign is incredible,” saysSatov. “There’s
nobeamsanda lotofwindowsand
highceilingsbecause thematerial is
stronger.Youget theseunbelievable
cathedral ceilingsandunique roof lines
thatwouldbeharder togetwithany
other typeof frame.”
Whatmakes those features somuch

easier to implement is that the steel
componentsneeded for their construc-
tionareassembled inadvance, shipped
to thebuilding site andquicklyput to-
getherbya relatively small teamof
builders.
All in all, it takesabout 10people to

builda steel-framedhousecompared
with40 tobuildaconventionalwood-
framedhouse.
In 2006,demonstrating justhoweffi-

cient the light-steel construction
processcanbe,Genesis tookonlyeight
hours toerect a 2,100-square-foot
house frame inKatrina-ravagedNew
Orleans.
Once they’rebuilt, steel-framed

houseshaveotheradvantages, too.Be-
cause theydon’t expandorcontract
likewood-framedhouses, they require
lessmaintenance, and theyconserve
energybypreventingdrafts causedby
shiftingwood frames.
Steel framesare resistant to termites,

corrosionand fire, and theysupport a
higher snowload.All of this translates
intoenergy, upkeepand insurance sav-
ings forhomeowners.
Light steel is environmentally-

friendly, too.
Eightypercentof the steelused in

light-steel-framecomponents is recy-
cled, so the steelused tobuildahouse
comes fromsevenoreight scrapped
cars, asopposed towood fromanen-
tire acreof trees.
Light-steel-framedhousesareLEED-

certified, too, thanks to theenergy-effi-
ciencyof steel-framedhousesand the
lackof constructionwaste.

This can mean big savings in tax
credits for contractors and home-
owners.
“This iswhere thegeneralpublic is

going to really appreciateourproduct,”
saysBoros.
“They’ll havebetterhomes.They’ll

seebenefits all their lives, becauseof
the lower insurancecosts, lower inter-
est rates they’ll get fromthebanks, bet-
terhealth they’ll get toenjoy in their
homesbecause steel isnon-toxic. I
think in the long-termthey’regoing to
see that thesehomesareeconomical to
putupandwill save themmoney.”
Still,while theirmaintenanceand

constructioncosts are lower, the initial
price tagofbuildinga steel-framed
homeremainshigh, partlybecause the
off-site labour required is intensiveand
partlybecause themarket inQuebec is
still in its infancy.
Satovestimates that ahousebuilt

witha light-steel framecosts about a
thirdmore thananordinarywood-
framedhouse.
Ona larger scale, light-steel-frame

construction is alreadyaffordable, and
Borosplans to focusonapartment
buildings, townhousesandretirement
homes,whichcanbebuilt up to six
storeys inheightwith light steel.

InOntario, several largedevelopers
havealreadyworkedwithGenesis to
integrate light-steel-frame technology
into their townhouseandsingle-family
homedevelopments.
Last year, thehousesunderconstruc-

tion inSt. Lazaredrewa lotof atten-
tion, saysBoros. Somevisitors came
fromas far as theUnitedStates to see
them. “I think it’s going to revolutionize
theconstruction industry,” saysBoros.
“Buildingahomewith light steel is like
buildingacar: youcanhaveaperfect
product every time.”
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Steel-frame homes seen as future

RichardArless Jr.,Montreal Gazette
Fromleft, JasonBorosofBRConstructionand investorScottSatovoutsideasteel-framehome inSt. Lazare,Que.

$598,850 incl.Lot & GST

The Kootenay IV
2215 SQ | FT
• One of our most popular 3 bedroom models
• Oversized bedrooms
• 26’ wide attached garage
• Hardwood & Ceramic flooring, and much more
• Golf course community with lake access

Brent Hleucka
Ph. 697.6362
For more information

BEST SELLER

BAYWESTHOMES.COM
EVERYTHINGWE BUILD,WE BUILD AROUND YOU™

AA680073

121 Hawkmere Place, Chestermere

403.235.3857

$518,900*
*Including lot & GST

JUNE POSSESSION
2,153 Sq. Ft .

AA681754

2,533 sq. ft.

$526,355
includes house, lot extras & gst

Canals of Airdrie

Trinity
Under construction.

Ready for fall possession!

Peter Skolaude

980-6840
e l i t e h o m e s . c o m

· Opportunity to chose
your interior finishes

· 5 bedrooms w/ lavish
5 piece ensuite in master
and walk-in closet

· 9 ft ceilings

· Central island w/eating bar

· Rear deck included

· Den w/formal dining room

· Maple cabinetry

· High efficiency package

Listed price is for a limited time and can change without notice.
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· Triple garage, two-storey,

walkout on to golf course

· 3 bedrooms,master ensuite

w/2 sinks, bonus room

· Mudroom w/built-in lockers

· Fireplace w/display shelving

· 26 cu ft fridge, microwave,

wall oven and dishwasher

· Granite countertops, iron

railings, hardwood floors

20 MIN. EAST ON COUNTRY HILLS BLVD

TURN RIGHT AT RR 264 (LYALTA).

2,296 sq. ft.

$616,950
includes house, lot, extras & GST

Lakes of Muirfield

Haddington MKII
A country home for

the family!

Lindsay Holden

934-3045
e l i t e h o m e s . c o m

Listed price is for a limited time and can change without notice.
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1,407 sq. ft.

$611,500
includes house, lot, extras & GST

Lakes of Muirfield

Dunbar
Executive bungalow

on golf course!

Lindsay Holden

934-3045
e l i t e h o m e s . c o m

· Granite in kitchen & ensuite,

iron railings, hardwood, tile

· Developed walkout

basement with 2 bedrooms,

games/family room, wine

room, wet bar, fireplace

· 26 cu ft fridge, microwave

& wall oven, dishwasher

· 25 ft deck, golf course view

· 2,433 sq ft total includes

basement

20 MIN. EAST ON COUNTRY HILLS BLVD

TURN RIGHT AT RR 264 (LYALTA).

Listed price is for a limited time and can change without notice.
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1,590 sq. ft.

$575,500
includes house, lot, extras & gst

Speargrass

Winterfield
Relax in style! Executive bungalow with

dramatic vaulted ceilings on a Golf Course

by the banks of the Bow River.

Carrie Deslauriers
car r ied@el i tehomes.com

901-2209
e l i t e h o m e s . c o m

· TRIPLE GARAGE! Huge Lot!

· 2,624 sq ft total developed

· 3 bedrms, master up, 2 down

· Totally loaded kitchen!
Built-in stainless steel
appliances, granite counters
& sink w/toffee stained
maple cabinets... and more

· Fully developed walk-out
basement w/ granite wet
bar, wine room & fireplace

· 27 ft deck

30 MINUTES EAST ON HWY 22X,

TO CALGARY CITY LIMITS.

Listed price is for a limited time and can change without notice.
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AA678679

Lots for sale
in

in

Okotoks.
On the golf course.

Call 265-6180 for
more information or
unitedcommunities.com

2,296 sq. ft.

$535,775
includes house, lot, extras & gst

Speargrass

Haddington MKII
Beautiful view!

Postcard perfect backyard.

Carrie Deslauriers
car r ied@el i tehomes.com

901-2209
e l i t e h o m e s . c o m

· TRIPLE GARAGE! Huge Lot!

· 2296 sq.ft. two storey

with walk-out!

· 3 bedrooms, 2 baths

· Totally loaded kitchen!
Built-in stainless steel
appliances, granite counters
& sink w/tuscan stained
maple cabinets

· Massive stone fireplace,
vaulted ceiling bonus room

· 28 ft deck

30 MINUTES EAST ON HWY 22X,

TO CALGARY CITY LIMITS.

Listed price is for a limited time and can change without notice.
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OUT OF TOWN

AA675270

AA675271

Laredo
119 Crystal Green Drive, Okotoks

$661,900 HOUSE, LOT + GST

2294 sq. ft.
3 bedrooms and bonus room
Lake and Golf Course Community

Job # 64011

Call Neil Donnelly for more information: 938-3308

sterlingcalgary.ca

AA681556

ASPENHILLS New!
For more information contact 723.2317

RIVERSONG (Cochrane) New!
For more information contact 723.2317

2007

CHBA - Calgary
Region

SAGEHILL NowOpen! • 453.0045
33 SageValley Park NW

AA680070

$414,500Plus GST

Appleby - 1862 sq. ft.

Cooper’s Crossing - Airdrie

Call Dianne Bidinost @
536-7220

www.homesbyavi.com

3 bedrooms, bonus room, foyer open
to above, spacious great room and

kitchen/nook, upgraded craftsman elevation
with a west facing backyard.
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