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ncreasingdevelopmentchargesand the rising
costof serviced lots continue tobe themost
critical concerns facinghousebuilders across

Canada, saysanational survey.
Nearlyone-thirdof412builderspolled for the

recently-releasedPulseSurveyby theCanadian
HomeBuilders’Associationsaid that lotprices
were themajor issue they faced,while 25percent
felt themost crucial issuewas risingdevelopment
charges.
“Concernsabout risingcostsof serviced lots

have remainednear the topofnewhome
builders’ agendas for several years,” saysDon
Johnston, seniordirectorof technologyandpol-
icy forCHBA.
Among industryofficials inAlberta, one-quar-

terof those responding to the surveysaid lot
priceswere themost critical issue,while another
19percentpointed the finger atdevelopment
charges.
“Idoagree that landvaluesareourbiggest con-

cernbecauseof the impact theyarehavingonaf-
fordability,” saysAllanKlassen,president and
managingpartnerofAlbiHomes. “Just as impor-
tant andcrucial tousas an industry is theeffect
onconsumersof the steadily risingdevelopment
charges that arebeing leviedondevelopers and
thenpassedon tous—andeventually to theend-
users, thehomebuyers.”
Thenewsurveyshowsshortagesof skilled

labourandassociated risingcosts areconsidered
critical problems forbuilders inSaskatchewan
andB.C., buthaveeased inAlberta.
Themostoften-cited shortageswere for

framers, drywallers andplumbers.
“On theconstructionside, costs are slowly lev-

ellingout andwe’vebeenable tomakenecessary
corporateadjustments topricingandschedul-
ing,” saysKlassen.

Newhomebuildersexpecthousingconstruc-
tionstarts tomoderatenationally in 2008 toabout
215,000units, downfrom228,343 started in 2007
anda 17-yearhighof 233,431units in 2004.
Lower starts areexpected inall provincesex-

ceptSaskatchewan.
ForAlberta,CanadaMortgageandHousing

Corp. is forecasting 39,500housingconstruction
starts thisyear, downfrom48,300 last year and
49,000 in 2006.
InCalgary, theoutlook is for 11,000starts, down

from13,500 in 2007.
Other survey findings:
■During thenextyear, builders andrenovators

in 28percentofbuilders andrenovators inAl-
bertaexpect todoadditionalhiring—second
only to 39percent inB.C.
Most companies inCanadaexpectnochange in

their employment figures.
■Canada-wide, builders inall regionsexcept

AtlanticCanada reported lower showhometraf-
fic thanayear agoamong first-timebuyers.
InAlberta, that trafficwasoff 58percent.
■Activity in semi-custom, fully-customized

andmove-downsectors inAlbertawereall off by
more than50percent last year fromtheprevious
year—areflectionof the rapid rise inprices.

■Almosthalf ofAlbertahomebuilders re-
sponding to the survey reported their inventory
of startedbutunsold single-detachedhomeswas
higher thanayearearlier.

■Move-upbuyerswill continue tobe themain
focusofbuilders at thenational level,with74per
centof themsaying theywill continue to target
thatmarketgroup—while another 12percent
will focuson thosemovingdown.
InAlberta, themove-upnumberwill be84per

cent,while themove-downsegment is thegoalof
only threepercentofbuilders.

■Notsurprisingly, 68percentofbuilders in
Canadaexpecthouseprices to riseduring the
nextyear. InAlberta, that figure is 54percent.

Lot levies hit affordability,
says industry in survey
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The rising cost of land is being passed on to newhomebuyers in the formof higher prices.

hen entering
Jayman’s
“Eclipse”,
experience a
double height
foyer that

enters into a wide open
concept main floor, with
standard 9 foot ceilings,
great room with fireplace
and entertainment
center, large dining nook,
and U-shaped kitchen.
The fireplace has been
upgraded to a combined
entertainment unit, with
raised hearth, and mosaic
mink blend glass tile
surround that matches the
kitchen’s full backsplash.

The Kitchen boasts
20 feet of counter space,
not including the center
4 foot x 6 foot island, or
the 5 foot breakfast bar –
all topped in double thick
granite in Absolute Black.

The added Bonus Room
over the garage has a
vaulted ceiling, and
Florence Cork in a Burl
Butterpecan Plank finish.
The Master bedroom
and Ensuite are like a
retreat. The Ensuite and
and large walk-in closet,
separated by a door from
the bedroom, are spa-like,
with an angled roman
soaker tub, large walk-in
glass shower, and make-
up counter. The Eclipse in
Valleyview is a must see.

W

When n’ where
" THE Eclipse can be
viewed at 3456 26a Street
S.E. Showhomes are open
Monday - Thursday 2pm
to 8pm, weekends and
holidays 12 noon to 5pm.
For further information
please call Dean Anderson
at 454-2680.

Carma develops Calgary’s best communities. A selection of the finest builders
create the homes that complement them. Together we are proud to present this week’s choice

for outstanding new home quality and value.

www.carma.ca
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THE COMMUNITY
Valleyview Estates offers
the perfect opportunity
to build a new home in a
community located just
minutes from downtown,
with stunning city and
mountain views, parkside
lots and distinctive
architecture, your life
in Valleyview offers
convenience and
accessibility. This
thoughtfully planned
development contains
3 cul-de-sacs and
features Arts and
Crafts style homes with
charming architectural
details. Imagine gabled
roofs, dormers, roof
brackets, masonry and
carriage-style garage
doors bringing grace and
casual charm to this
intimate enclave of just
82 single family homes.

THE COST
The Eclipse by Jayman
in Valleyview starts at
$563,900 including
lot and GST. Based on
the 2008 Cornerstone
Specifications.

The Eclipse in Valleyview
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Relive childhood memories and create new ones.

Cottage country. It’s an emotional haven. A land of sparkling lakes, rocky shorelines, fragrant forests, lingering sunsets. Where families are

truly families, and memories last generations. So vivid and lasting are those memories that they’ve inspired an elegant, four-season lake

community in south Calgary. Welcome to Auburn Bay. Come visit our 18 showhomes today and make sure to stop by Auburn House,

a 7,000 sq. ft. private recreational facility, with cottage country charm.

Auburn Bay 2007 Community of the Year.

AUBURN BAY BUILDERS
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Travel east and follow the signs to Auburn Bay.
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www.auburnbay-community.com
Seton Blvd (196th Avenue)

AA678510


