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C
algary’s leadinghomebuilders all started
at roughly the same time—atough time
in the residential construction industry

when theeffectsof recordhigh interest rates and
the federal government’sNationalEnergyPro-
gramwipedoutmanyotherbusinesses.
Yet, theybuilt themselvesup tobecomedri-

ving forces inconstructingCalgary’s communi-
ties.
Sowhen the industryheard thenews thatone

of theoriginals fromtheearly 1980shaddied, it
hit hard.
BillBeattie, 56, presidentofBeattieHomes,

diedof leukemiaMay 17after a short illness.The
funeral servicewasheldFriday.
“Billwasalwaysaclass act, all theway

through,” saysAlanNorris, president andCEO
ofCarmaDevelopers.
“Like somanyofus,wewent

through tough timesandalmostgrew
up together.All of those individuals,
manywhostartedwithCarma,have
come toseegreat success—and they
did itwith integrity andanentrepre-
neurial spirit. Billwasoneof thosekey
individuals.”
BeattieHomeswas founded in 1983

byBill andhisbrother, Jim,who
scraped together theirmoney to set
upabooth in theCalgaryNewHome
Centre,whichwascreatedbyCarma
Developers inanemptybuilding in
thenortheast.
Bill laterboughtout Jim.
“Therewerenoshowhomes in the

cityat the timeandwegavebuilders
boothsandopened itup to thepublic,”
saysDavidHarvie, seniorvice-presidentofmar-
ketingandplanning forCarma. “Billwasoneof
them.”
Inanearlier interviewwith theHerald,Beattie

saidhesoldhis first sixhomes fromthat loca-
tion.
“Hemovedon tobuildhis first showhomes in

MacEwan,” saysHarvie.
“He’sbeenwithCarmaever since.Thegroup

became true friends.”
Oneof thosegood friendswasAlMorrison,

presidentofMorrisonHomes—oneof thecity’s
oldestbuilders, started in 1961byhismotherand
father, IreneandFrank.
“Wegobacka long time,” saysMorrison.
“Westartedout in theearly 1980swith show

homesbesideeachother inCarma’sMacEwan
development in thenorthwest.Billwasoneof
themostprofessional, friendliestpeople I knew.
Hewasalways smiling.”
The friendshipsBeattiemadeextended to

tradespeopleaswell, saysHarryChupik, presi-
dentofCanyonPlumbingandHeating.

“Billwas the truestmeaningof a friend that
youcouldeverhave,”he says.
“Hewas sohonest andcaring—and that ex-

tended tohowhe lookedafter all the subtrades
aswell. Everyone respectedhim.”
GlenGurr, presidentofGurr andCompany In-

surance Inc., alsocountedBeattie as agreat
friend. “Theworld is abetterplacebecausehe
washere.”
JayWestman,president andCEOof Jayman

MasterBuilt, says thehousebuilding industryhas
lost a “champion” inBeattie.
“Hewasagentlemananda trueambassador

for the industryandwill be sorelymissedby
everybody,” saysWestman,whose father,Al,
passedawayamonthago.
“I firstmetBillwhenhewaswithCrawford

Homes, beforehestartedupBeattieHomes, and
Iconsideredhimagood friend,” saysWestman,
whoservedwithBeattieon theboardof theAl-
bertaNewHomeWarrantyProgram.

KenKing,presidentof theCalgary
Flames, says it’s difficult to talk about
someone likeBeattie in thepast tense.
“Billy is agreathumanbeingand

somebody I respect,” saysKing. “He’s
aquiet guybutverydeep.”
KinghasknownBeattie for 20years

ormoreasa friend, golf partner, and
customerboth inKing’sdaysaspub-
lisherof theCalgaryHeraldandCal-
garySunand inhis current capacity.
“(Beattie) isoneof thosepeopleyou
like to spend timewithanddobusi-
nesswith,” saysKing.
Fromthehumblebeginnings,Beat-

tieHomeshasgrowntobecomeone
of the largest-volumebuilders in the
city,withmore than200sales last year
inCalgary.

It alsohad 100 inEdmonton,where thecom-
panyhashadapresence for several years.
Beattiebuildsestate,move-upandstarter

homes invariousmarket segments andrecently
expanded itsoperations in themulti-family seg-
ment inandaroundCalgary.
It currentlyhas fivecondoprojects for sale.
AlthoughVinceLaberge, presidentof the

CanadianHomeBuilders’Association—Al-
berta, didn’t knowBeattie, his reputationwas
well known inAlberta.
“Bill had the respectofhispeers fromaround

theprovince, anda reputation forbeingacon-
tributor to the industry,” saysLaberge. “Hewill
be sadlymissedbynotonlyhis familyandhun-
dredsof friends, but alsobyhis fellowhome-
builders.”
Earlier thismonth, thecompanyannounced

theappointmentofBradCuthbertsonasgeneral
managerofBeattieHomes.
The former vice-president of sales for

GienowWindows and Doors is responsible
for the day-to-day operations in both the of-

fice and construction sites.
“Thewholenotionof true leaders in industry

and in theworld startswithhumility—and to
me, that’swhat I reveredwithBill,” saysCuth-
bertson. “Withall ofhis success, hewas sohum-
bleandopenbothprofessionally andperson-
ally.”
As forBeattieHomes, it’s business asusual,

saysCuthbertson.
“Weall have todealwithour loss, butweplan

tocontinue tokeep the legacyhebuilt andgrow
with itwith the samecorporatecultureand
commitment tocustomer service.Bill and (wife)
Dianehadsuccessionplans inplaceand that’s
partof the reason Iwashired.”
Beattie Homes has won various awards

over the years, including two Ralph Scur-
field Builder of the Year awards (2004 and
2005) from the Canadian Home Builders’ As-

sociation—Alberta.
BillBeattiewas involved in the industryat the

provincial and local levels.Hewasapastpresi-
dentof theCHBA—CalgaryRegion for the
1999-2000 term.
AllanKlassen,president andmanagingpart-

nerofAlbiHomes, saysaboutBeattie: “Oneof
hismost appealingattributeswas thathewasal-
wayskindandhumble—a leader inour indus-
tryanda truegentleman.Hewasalwayspositive
and thatwasdemonstratedbyhis actions, such
as themanycharitieshewas involved in.”
Throughouthis career,Beattie alwaysgave

back to thecommunity inabigway.
“Hisgenerosity andcharitywork liveonwith

hismemory,” saysGurr.
“In the 26years I’veknownhim, Ihavenever

heardofhimsayingno toagoodcause—and
that’s goingback towhen thecompanywasa lot

smaller than it is today.Hedid
whateverhecould.That’s the type
ofpersonhewas.”
Beattie andhiswife,Diane,

foundedwhat isnowknownas the
PriddisGreensCharityClassicgolf
tournament to raisemoney for
prostatecancer researchand
awareness.
“This annual two-daygolf event

isnowin its 10thyear andhas so
far raised inexcessof $2.3million
forprostatecancer,” saysBrian
Hodgson, formerCEOofCarma
Developers. “Asamemberof the
committeenow, I canattest to the
fact that theorganizationandwork
involved isbynomeanseasy, and it
is amazing to think thatBill andDi-
anedidmostof it themselves.”
That tournamenthelpedestab-

lish thecity’sProstateCancer In-
stitute andhelpedcreateanew
CentreofExcellence forUrology
atRockyviewHospital.
Beattiebuilt ahome for street

childrendowntownthrough the
CalgaryHomeBuildersFounda-
tion.
TheSafeHouseopened in 1996.
Hewasabig supporterof the the

WillowParkCharityClassicover
theyears, and last year, thebuilder
donated$25,000 to theCalgary
HeraldChristmasFund,his second
largecontribution to thecharity.
WhenBeattiewasdiagnosed

with leukemiaearlier thisyear, he
gatheredmore than300 industry
people, friendsandrelatives to-
gether for amassive fundraiser for
theLeukemiaandLymphomaSo-
cietyofCanadaand theKidsCan-
cerCareFoundation.
More than60people shaved

theirheads for thecauseand
raised inexcessof $630,000.
Aswell ashiswifeDiane,Beattie

is survivedbyhisdaughters Joce-
lyn (Josh)Withell andAndrea
Beattie, theirmother, Pat, andhis
stepsonNicholasMacLeod.
Memorial tributescanbemade

directly to theLeukemiaandLym-
phomaSocietyofCanada to the
BillBeattieMemorialEndowment
Fund toassist families experienc-
inghardshipwhileundergoing
treatment for leukemia.
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Housing leadersmourn
loss of builder to cancer
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Bill Beattie, president of Beattie Homes, died of leukemia onMay 17.
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Bill Beattie, right, hosted a re-
cent head-shaving fundraiser
for cancer that includedAl
Morrison ofMorrisonHomes.


