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M
ore youngCanadianwomen are buy-
ing houses or condos thanmen, says a
recent survey in theRoyal LePage Fe-

male Buyers Report.
Singlewomen are entering the homebuyers

market in droves.
Never-beforemarriedwomen are choosing

to spend their hard-earned cash on a down
payment rather than on awinter vacation.
The survey shows that 30 per cent of single,

unmarriedwomen own their own home and
45 per cent of divorced, separatedwomen are
homeowners.

The surge has occurred over the past five
years in cities across Canada, includingCal-
gary, Toronto, Ottawa, Vancouver andHalifax.
First-time buyers are favouring properties in
the $200,000 to $400,000 range.
YvonneHuh, a sales representativewith

Royal LePageReal Estate Service Ltd., says the
numbers reflect thatmorewomen are focus-
ing on careers and putting a delay onmarriage
and having kids.
“Women are gettingmarried later and later,”

saysHuh. “It doesn’tmake sense for them to
wait around forMr. Right anymore.”
Out of the unmarriedwomenwho are cur-

rently not home owners, 31 per cent say they
will possibly buy a homewithin three years.

Huh says singlewomen crave the stability
of a home that is theirs. “It’smore about
lifestyle— there’s a safety and stability that
comeswith owning a home.”
Huh says youngmen, nomatter howmuch

they earn, seemmore inclined towards the
freedomand flexibility of the rentersmarket.
Ofwomenwho ownproperty, when asked:

“Which one of the followingmotivations
most influenced your decision to purchase
your home?” the top three responses in-
cluded:

■ Itmakesmore sense than renting (36 per
cent);

■Want to putmoney into a good invest-
ment (22 per cent);

■Pride of ownership (13 per cent).
Huh says it has also become less of a social

stigma for youngwomen to go out and buy
their ownplace as compared to 10 years ago
when she started out in the real estate busi-
ness.
“It’s OKnow. It’s acceptable. This is a great

trend.”
The nationwide phone survey of 1, 002

womenwas conducted Feb. 15 to Feb. 20 by
Maritz Research and had amargin of error of
plus orminus three per cent.
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Young single female buyers outnumbermen
They are entering homemarket in droves

CalgaryHeraldArchive
The surge of single female buyers has occurred during the past five years, says a survey.
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montrose-highriver.com

Phase 1 Plan

Bringing your memories home
(403) 245-3515

Experience Montrose, High River’s only master planned community,

just 20 minutes south of Calgary. Offering walkout lots backing onto a

16 acre pond, with small town stress-free

living. Here you are free to relax and do

whatever your heart desires. Montrose,

where you can hold your fondest

memories close while creating new ones.

I
Precious Memories.

t’s about what is important in life.
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?WHEN PICKING AHOMEBUILDER IT’S
IMPORTANT TO:

Make sure he looks likeMike Holmes

Really like the sales person

Get a nice, shiny brochure

Go by the look of their showhome

Get the answers at www.albertanewhomewarranty.com

IT’S THE HOME SMART ADVANTAGE.
WE’RE BUILDING ON IT EVERYDAY.
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