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The Beltline’s reputation
as the new place to build
was enhanced Monday

after council paved the way for
major projects in the area,
which could add a few thou-
sand residents.

“It’s very exciting,” Ald.
Madeleine King said. “We
made a commitment to make it
possible for more people to live
close to the core.”

With the involvement of de-
velopers, the city is “following
through on that commitment,”
she said.

As an added bonus, three of
the sites are home to historic
buildings that should be saved
as part of the new develop-
ment, the alderman noted.

“We’re building a sense of
confidence in the new sophisti-
cation of urban Calgary,” King
said.

The projects receiving land
use changes include a mixed-
use development on the old
Co-op site along 1st Street S.E.
It will likely come in at around
one million square feet.

Architect Bruce McKenzie
said the project, which will be
built in phases, will include re-
tail, office space, 1,500 condos

and possibly a hotel.
As well, it’s likely to contain

a grocery store, which could
be one of the first in that part
of the centre city. Developers
of a nearby project are also
looking at putting in an urban
market.

“The Beltline is the hot place
to be doing multi-family resi-
dential, for sure,” McKenzie
said. “There’s probably 40 pro-
jects in the Beltline right now
in various stages. If even a
quarter of them are realized, it
will have a huge impact on the
city.”

Construction on that project
likely won’t begin until later
this year, and the first phase
would take about two years to
complete.

Council also approved a land

use change Monday for a block
at the northwest corner of
Macleod Trail S.E. and 13th Av-
enue, which includes the
Deutsch-Canadier/Eastern
Block buildings, one of the first
commercial strips built outside
downtown Calgary.

The block containing the
Curtis building, between 12th
and 13th avenues S.E. just west
of Macleod Trail, is also
primed to be redeveloped.

And land use redesignation
was also approved for the
northwest corner of 11th Av-
enue and 12th Street S.W.

Those redesignations would
allow for commercial and/or
residential development on the
site.
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Vandals who destroyed a
lifeline-on-wheels for
the city’s homeless have

cut off precious access to warm
winter clothing and outreach at
a critical time, with freezing
temperatures in the forecast.

On Monday morning, staff at
Calgary Urban Project Society
discovered their outreach van
trashed and undrivable.

One of the first orders of the
day was to transfer a Calgary
woman to an emergency shelter.

But the vehicle’s steering col-
umn was smashed open and
the engine wouldn’t start.
Empty beer cans were found
among the van’s strewn con-
tents.

On any given day, van work-
ers make contact with dozens
of street people, handing out
tuques, coats, blankets, coffee
vouchers and condoms as well
as contact cards for outreach
help.

“The van is a lifeline for peo-
ple. It’s a chance for the team to
engage. People get their food
from here, they get their
clothes from here,” said CUPS
outreach co-ordinator Mike
Harvey.

“We’re not doing that this
week because of some fool.”

Staff can’t believe the well-
marked grey Chevrolet Venture
minivan, parked within two me-

tres of police headquarters in
the back alley outside CUPS at
7th Avenue and 1st Street S.E.,
would be the target of senseless
and costly vandalism.

“We can budget for wear and
tear, but violence isn’t in the
budget,” said Tim Stock-Bate-
man, director of operations for
CUPS.

“We’ll borrow a van from an-
other program, but they’ll be
shorted, too.”

The van is used to make con-
tact with 25,000 street people a
year.

The trashed van will be off
the streets for at least a week or
two, just when winter is ex-
pected to again hit the city with
a vengeance. Temperatures are
forecast to dip well below
freezing this week.
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T
he job of Calgary’s
police chief is end-
ing this year, but the
top cop says he’s
waiting until spring-

time to give official notice.
Chief Jack Beaton’s contract

expires Dec. 31. Although the
police commission has ap-
proved funding for a national
search for his replacement,
Beaton says he’s still debating
if he will go for another re-
newal or retire.

“I truly, truly enjoy it. First
the decision is, do I want to go
for yet a third renewal of a
contract? And I have to make
that decision. It’s not an easy
decision. I’ve been in policing
for 34 years, I’m going through
that process of trying to de-

cide,” said Beaton.
“I honestly haven’t decided

yet. I’ve talked with my family.
It’s a family decision, I’ve got
two new grandchildren. It’s a
push and pull kind of thing,
but I absolutely love the orga-
nization.”

Beaton says he may try to
give official word by April or
May, despite earlier giving the

Calgary Po-
lice Com-
mission the
impression
he was
planning on
retiring.

They now
have less
than a year
to hire a re-
placement if
he retires.

“The bottom line is the com-
mission has been planning a
succession plan and working
with the chief,” Ald. Craig Bur-
rows said. “He has every right
to ask for (an extension). The
question is will he or won’t he.”

Police release name 
of man burned in garbage bin

See Page B3
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The old Co-op site at 
1st Street S.E. will house a 
variety of projects.

The northwest corner of
Macleod Trail and 13th Avenue
S.E. will be redeveloped.

The block between 12th and
13th avenues S.E. will soon
have a new look.

The block between 11th and
12th avenues S.E. will likely
house a hotel and offices.

CITY PROMOTES ‘SOPHISTICATION’
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The killer of a Calgary
convenience store clerk
has been given a

chance to serve the rest of his
life sentence outside jail, but
his victim’s relatives say a
lifetime won’t erase their
grief.

The National Parole Board
has granted full parole to Jesse
Waterman, who was 17 when
he killed Shamsuddin Taj with
a baseball bat on May 3, 1997.

A three-member panel said
Waterman has matured and
taken many steps toward reha-
bilitation, but that did little to
allay the despair of one of Taj’s
brothers.

“I won’t ever be able to
come out from that shock,”
Muzaffar Taj said Monday.

“Shamsuddin was living
with me and I loved my
brother like my son.”

Shamsuddin Taj, 23, was an
honours commerce graduate

from a school in Pakistan. He
was working at Mac’s to save
money to get a master’s de-
gree at the University of Cal-
gary.

“He was a brilliant guy,”
Muzaffar Taj said.

Another brother, Tanveer,
said he’s willing to believe Wa-
terman had changed when the

parole board
released the
killer to a
h a l f w a y
house last
summer.

Although
M u z a f f a r
Taj doesn’t
b e g r u d g e
his brother’s
more merci-
ful view, he

said he could never feel the
same way.

“I know my brother can for-
give, but me — never, ever,”
Muzaffar said.

CRIME

Vandals trash homeless outreach van

Clerk’s killer
gets parole

Family still grieves for student
beaten to death working alone 
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Tim Fraser, Calgary Herald
Mike Harvey of CUPS 
surveys damage done to
an outreach program van.

Vehicle
‘a lifeline’ for
down and out

Land use 
changes allow
development

Beaton 
may not be

ready to quit

Jack Beaton
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In addition, half the block between
11th and 12th Avenue S.E., just east of
Macleod Trail, which will likely be de-
veloped into an office building and ho-
tel, received a redesignation.

The Enoch Sales home, built in 1908,
is on the site, but there are discussions
underway to have it moved to city-
owned land.

“Things are starting to happen,” ar-
chitect Peter Burgener, whose firm is
working on the project, said. “The area
will be very, very different in the next
few years.

“There’ll be a lot more vitality.”
The Beltline, which grew by about

302 people last year, according to the
2006 census, is poised to explode. A
number of projects recently com-
pleted or under construction could
add almost 7,000 people to the neigh-
bourhood.

It is also seeing its property taxes in-
crease. The area was one of seven
communities where property values
increased by 60 per cent between 2005
and 2006, leading to 17 per cent prop-
erty tax hikes.
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Waterman was a high school
dropout addicted to drugs and
alcohol when he attacked Taj
after the older man refused to
sell him cigarettes without
proper ID.

Taj was working alone in the
Mac’s at 7930 Bowness Rd.
N.W. when Waterman and a 15-
year-old friend returned with a
baseball bat.

After Waterman felled Taj
with a single blow to the head,
the teens grabbed about 20
packs of cigarettes.

As Taj started to regain con-
sciousness, Waterman struck
him at least four more times
with the bat. Taj died in hospital.

Although second-degree

murder carries a mandatory
life sentence, young offender
legislation in place at the time
set Waterman’s parole eligibil-
ity at seven years.

Waterman will remain under
supervision for the rest of his
life, and the parole board has
ordered him to attend coun-
selling and abstain from drugs
and alcohol.

While in prison, he finished
high school and completed a
welding apprenticeship.

Waterman’s whereabouts are
protected by federal privacy
legislation. He has a common-
law wife and has fathered a
child with her.

“You have been open and co-

operative, demonstrating sta-
bility with your employment.
You appear genuine in your
commitment for positive
change,” the parole board
wrote following Waterman’s
hearing in Edmonton last
Thursday.

Shamsuddin’s murder wasn’t
the first tragedy to befall the
Taj family.

The oldest of four brothers
was killed in religious violence
directed against the Ah-
madiyya Muslim sect in Pak-
istan — persecution that drove
surviving family members to
Canada as refugees.

JVANRASSEL@THEHERALD.CANWEST.COM
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PAROLE: Victim struck with bat

Tim Fraser, Calgary Herald
Calgary police Chief Jack Beaton prepares to give blood Monday during the kickoff of Sirens
for Life 2007, a blood donor challenge between Calgary and Edmonton police, EMS and 
firefighters. Beaton must decide soon if he’ll seek another term as chief.

Beaton was sworn in as
Calgary’s chief in 2000, replac-
ing Christine Silverberg.

When he renewed his con-
tract in June 2005 for just 21⁄2
years, he made it clear to the
police commission he in-
tended to retire from policing.

Although the police commis-
sion began preparing for a na-
tionwide search for a new chief
by budgeting $125,000 in No-
vember 2005, it could take the
commission a half a year to ad-
vertise for, headhunt and hire
another chief, said Ald. Ric
McIver, who sits on the police
commission.

“It’s a minimum six months
to go through the process, it’s a
major undertaking. There’s no
reason to panic, we have to sort
this out before the last minute.
This is not anywhere near the
time to panic,” he said.

Should Beaton ask for an-
other term, his request could
very well be granted, says Cal-
gary’s mayor.

“I think Chief Beaton has
done a very good job for Cal-
garians, running the police ser-
vice,” Mayor Dave Broncon-
nier said. “We have extended
his contract once. It’s certainly
something we could evaluate
on the advice of the Calgary
police commission."

But finding the most quali-
fied candidate to fill the chief’s
shoes could take closer to a
year, says the Calgary Police
Association.

“It’s a tough market for

police officers out there, so it
probably is for chiefs of police.
If you are looking to replace
our chief of police, it would be
reasonable to presume that the
search has already com-
menced,” said president Al
Koenig.

“If the current administra-
tion has done their job, they
should have planned for suc-
cession, but historically they
do tend to look outside and in-
side for the best candidate.”

The search for chief is usu-
ally led by a professional head-
hunting agency, but Beaton
says there are homegrown
candidates.

“I would expect them to do a
national search, but truthfully, I
expect they’ll find internally
strong, strong candidates for
the position if I decide to
leave,” said Beaton.

The chief’s salary is an esti-
mated $190,000 to $225,000 an-
nually.

On average, Canadian police
chiefs last approximately 41⁄2
years in the job.

Despite Beaton’s success, he
has been dogged by contro-
versy over the years. Most re-
cently, he settled a lawsuit that
led to a payment of $5,000 and
an apology from two people
over their participation in a
website that attacked his lead-
ership.

WITH FILES FROM KIM GUTTORMSON,
CALGARY HERALD.
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CHIEF: Made it clear
he intended to retire
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The long-standing ri-
valry between Cal-
gary and Edmonton

heated up when the Cana-
dian Blood Services kicked
off its Sirens for Life cam-
paign Monday.

Established in 2002, the
effort is a competition be-
tween Calgary’s police, fire
and EMS personnel and
their Edmonton counter-
parts to donate the most
blood by Jan. 31. Citizens
from both cities are urged
to donate on behalf of their
respective team.

Doris Kaufmann, re-
gional spokeswoman for
Canadian Blood Services,
said the Sirens for Life
competition was intro-
duced as a way to increase
donations during January,
which is one of the slowest
months for blood collec-
tion.

“People did not want to
do anything after the holi-
days. Usually the weather’s
cold, so people tend to hi-
bernate, and because of
that, the collections were
always very slow,” Kauf-
mann said.

Calgarians interested in
donating on behalf of the
Sirens for Life campaign
can call (1-888-236-6283) to
book appointments. 

Cities 
compete in
blood drive

†MSRP is $47,850/$44,050 for a new 2007 Acura TL Type S 6-speed manual (model UA7557K)/2007 Acura TL 5-speed automatic (model UA6627J) and includes $100 excise tax, $20 new tire surcharge and $1,430 freight and PDI. GST, license, insurance and registration are extra.
*Limited time lease offer based on a new 2007 Acura TL Type S 6-speed manual (model UA7557K)/2007 Acura TL 5-speed automatic (model UA6627J) available through Honda Canada Finance Inc., on approved credit. 4.8% Lease APR for 36 months. Monthly payment is $549.99/$499.98,
with $8,799/$7,621 down payment or equivalent trade, $1,430 freight and PDI, $0 security deposit, $100 excise tax, $20 new tire surcharge and first monthly payment due at lease inception. Total lease obligation is $28,598.64/$25,620.28. GST, license, insurance and registration are
extra. Option to purchase at lease end for $23,613/$22,525 plus taxes. 72,000 kilometre allowance; charge of $0.15/km for excess kilometres. Retailer may sell/lease for less. Retailer order/trade may be necessary. See your Calgary Acura Retailer for full details.

AMVIC LICENSEES

Silverhill Acura
5728 Macleod Trail S.
T: 536-3295 TOLL FREE 1-866-374-4917
www.silverhillacura.com

Northwest Acura
125 Crowfoot Way N.W.
T: 239-6677 TOLL FREE 1-866-822-6677
www.northwestacura.com

Visit acura.ca today.

286-hp 3.5-litre VTEC® V6 engine, Close-
ratio 6-speed manual transmission or
available 5-speed automatic transmission
with Sequential SportShift® paddle shifters
with Grade Logic Control System and
lockup torque converter.

TL 2007 
TYPE S

258-hp 3.2-litre VTEC® V6 engine, Vehicle
Stability Assist (VSA®) with Traction
Control, 5-speed automatic transmission
with Sequential SportShift® Grade Logic
Control System and lockup torque
converter.

STARTING FROM
$44,050†

INCLUDING $1,430 FREIGHT & PDI/
$100 EXCISE TAX/$20 NEW TIRE SURCHARGE

STARTING FROM
$47,850†

INCLUDING $1,430 FREIGHT & PDI/
$100 EXCISE TAX/$20 NEW TIRE SURCHARGE 2007 TL

4.8%
LEASE APR 24-36 MONTHS*

LIMITED TIME OFFER:
EXPIRES JANUARY 31, 2007.

AA597174

Attention: Truck Drivers
Looking for a job?

See Trucking Opportunity 
feature in Class 110 (Drivers)

of the classified section in 
today’s Herald.

AA591124

CONTED
AA599728
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